AFTER   EVEREST
with is in the mouth, jaw, and tongue. Now, this variety
of cancer is just the one which benefits most from treatment
by radium. For years we carried on with operations,
curing a few of the cases, but not nearly as many as we
should have done had we only got some radium. In 1929,
however, I managed to collect nearly a thousand pounds
from friends in Britain, and since then our treatment of
these cancer patients has been revolutionized. It was in
Neyyoor that the first special wards in all India to be
built for the radium treatment of cancer were put up. Dr.
Orr, my colleague, has done an excellent bit of research
into the causes of this cancer of the mouth which con-
demns so many Southern Indians to one of the most miser-
able of all deaths. He has found it to be due to the
chewing of certain kinds of tobacco. Now, most Indians
chew betel nut, and many of them mix it with various
kinds of tobacco, but it is only two or three of these dif-
ferent sorts which cause, in any large numbers, the dreaded
cancer. If the Government put an embargo, or a very
high and prohibitive duty, on these two or three varieties
of tobacco, it is my belief that they could stamp out half
the cancer in South India with a stroke of the pen. Per-
haps they will do it one day; but meanwhile thousands
of Indians are contracting this terrible disease* and dying,
painfully and slowly. It is a great privilege to be able
to bring life and health to a large number of them. There,
again, we find the unqualified doctors, of all three kinds,
entirely powerless to alter the course of cancer, and often
giving painful and irritating drugs in their vain attempts
to do so. Thanks to the gradual spread of the knowledge
that the only hope of cancer is early treatment—and that,
too, by a properly qualified doctor—we find that patients
are coming to us, in ever-increasing proportion, in time to
be relieved. By the combined use of radium and operation
we can now save the lives of many scores, if not hundreds*
every year.
The third class of case which we get in large numbers
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